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Powerful December Line Up Lights Up The Windham Ballroom

National and Local Talent Kicks Off the Holiday Season

Bellows Falls - Popolo, the community restaurant and promoter of shows at the Windham Ballroom opens its December festivities with live performances by international touring musicians Winterpills, Peter Mulvey, and The Jack Grace band with support from The Once Hollow and The Weisstronauts.

On Thursday, December 4, Winterpills bring their new album Echolalia to the Windham stage with an acoustic performance by Flora Reed and Philip Price. Planned as a casual set of music that brings the band’s significant talents to bear on some of their favorite songs, Echolalia blossomed into a full-fledged and beautifully arranged tour de force.  Hailing from Northampton, MA, Winterpills play around the world and haven’t been to town since their 2005 performance back when the venue was a young listening room in an empty Hotel.  Since then the facility has grown to include two dining rooms and the intimate and well-tuned performance space and the band has grown up, too. Jonathan Lethem, writing in Rolling Stone magazine asked a pregnant question, “I don’t know why Winterpills aren’t one of the most cherished pop bands in the world.” In Bellows Falls, they already are.  Doors are at 8:00pm and the show starts promptly at 8:30pm. 

Peter Mulvey has also played in the Windham before and his performance feels like a homecoming. His shows have always collected enthusiastic crowds to hear his eclectic repertoire sung in a luxurious baritone. Mulvey’s stage presence is immediately disarming and its hard not to fall in love with him during his set. Praise for Mulvey’s work comes from around the world with the Irish Times perhaps summing it up best:  “Peter Mulvey is consistently the most original and dynamic of the US singer-songwriters ...a phenomenal performer with huge energy, a quick fire, a quirky take on life, and an extraordinary guitar style. A joy to see.”  The evening opens with area favorites, The Once Hollow, featuring the brassy vocal stylings of Walpole redheaded powerhouse, Rebecca Holtz.  The Once Hollow’s last headline show at the Windham Ballroom sold every last ticket as people clamored to hear the acoustic ensemble’s combination of jazz, folk, and, yes, a hint of show tunes. This is a band that’s constantly growing; miss a moment and you’ll find a more developed talent when you return.  In celebration of this great double bill, Popolo serves a full regular menu before this rare Sunday night show.  Doors open at 7:30pm and the show starts at 8:00.  Plan ahead or be disappointed.

Long a sensation in New York City, his customary haunt,  Jack Grace and his band call their music “experimental country alt rock.”  The New York Times likened Mr. Grace’s songs to “Cole Porter meets Gene Autry,” and Time Out New York heralded him as “one of the city’s most skilled and personable stars.”  No stranger to Vermont, Mr. Grace has also made a name for himself in the lands to the north; the band makes their Bellows Falls debut on Thursday, December 11, in a co-bill with Boston’s Weisstronauts. Led by Vermont-based producer Pete Weiss, the Weisstronauts launch a skin-tight surf rock assault that has audiences on their feet early in the set.  The two bands have been touring together up and down the eastern seaboard, building an infectious synergy not to be missed.  Doors are at 8:00pm and the show starts at 8:30.

With its Italian-inspired farm to table menu playing in counterpoint to plenty of A-list musical talent, Popolo has created a unique performance venue in the art-heavy village of Bellows Falls.  Recent dining room installation of two WPA-era mural designs by the late great Philip Von Saltza have brought foodies from across the region to sample Popolo’s New Rustic fare and its inventive and worldly cocktails. As the year winds to a close the public is preparing to celebrate this area gem of a restaurant.

The restaurant serves dinner from 5:00pm and recommends early reservations for a leisurely meal before show time.  Tickets and menus are available in the restaurant and online at popolomeanspeople.com.  Reservations? 802-460-7676. Questions? Email info@popolomeanspeople.com
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